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HOLLOWAY ARTS FESTIVAL 2010 (24 JUNE-4 JULY) - PROGRAMME INCLUDES ANTHONY HOROWITZ, GRAYSON PERRY, JOHN HEGLEY, WENDY COPE AND PAUL LYALLS 
The Holloway Arts Festival (Thursday 24 June - Sunday 4 July 2010) returns this year with its most exciting and varied programme yet. From Highgate to Highbury and Tufnell Park to Finsbury Park, the festival brings a range of events to north London including music, spoken word, visual arts, crafts, theatre and comedy. Confirmed performers include authors Anthony Horowitz and Nicky Singer, performance poets John Hegley, Paul Lyalls and Luke Wright, poet Wendy Cope, artist Grayson Perry, comedians Ivor Dembina and Otis Cannelloni and singer Lila la Scala, with many more to be announced. Produced by Holloway-based organisation Rowan Arts, the 11-day programme will also showcase the work of local artists and performers and encourage emerging talent with a host of competitions and opportunities to get involved. The festival's flagship free outdoor day, the Big Day Out, takes place on Sunday 4 July. 

Now in its eighth year and a firm fixture in the area's arts and entertainment calendar, the festival has plenty for everyone. Music-lovers can enjoy raw jailhouse rock courtesy of The Popes, the sublime voice of Lila la Scala singing vintage classics in 'War Notes', jazz with vocalist Roma Thomas or an outdoor classical concert from renowned pianist Mark Swartzentruber. The Big Day Out music stage features a range of bands including rising stars Katy Carr and the Aviators, and the dark brilliance of Nigel Burch and the Flea-Pit Orchestra rounds off the festival at the finale event. Those who'd like to get involved in a musical event themselves can join in the Big Sing, a mass-singing event for members of the public and local choirs, culminating in a mass choir performance. 

Two musical competitions, the Battle of the Bands and Female Singer/Songwriter Competition, will be giving aspiring musicians a chance to shine. There is also the Holloway Haiku Competition, which will be judged by, amongst others, the festival's patron, John Hegley. Reel Islington Screenings will be a part Holloway Arts Festival and they will also be running film-making workshops for teenagers. More information about competitions, submissions and closing dates can be found at www.hollowayartsfestival.co.uk 

The festival will see the launch of Making Inroads, a Heritage Lottery funded project which uses photography and oral history to tell the fascinating stories of people who have come to live and work on or near one of London's busiest thoroughfares, Holloway Road. There will be a special launch of the exhibition of photos of the participants, who have come from all over the UK and the world to make the road their home. They include a restaurant owner from Ecuador, a tattooist from Kent, an urban farmer from Wales, a tailor from Poland and aerial performers from Italy and Denmark.  

The programme includes comedy for all ages. For adults the festival includes a stand-up and spoken word evening with Paul Lyalls. There'll also be a special comedy show for kids featuring magician Otis Cannelloni. The spoken word theme continues with a show specially devised by performance poet John Hegley, who will be appearing with poets Aoifa Mannix and Tim Wells. 

The festival will offer the chance for an in-depth look at the work of one of the UK's best-loved poets, Wendy Cope, Turner Prize-winning artist Grayson Perry and author of bestselling children's thrillers including the Alex Rider series, Anthony Horowitz, at three Connecting Conversations discussion events. Connecting Conversations is a series which brings together leading figures from the arts with practitioners in the field of psychoanalysis for a unique perspective on the creative process. 

The Big Day Out (Sunday 4 July 2010) is the festival's free outdoor day, with a host of activities including arts and crafts, live bands, a dance stage, film screenings and street theatre. Following on from last year's Alice's Adventures in Wonderland theme, the craft workshops will include Mad Hatter's Hat Making and there will be an interactive performance, Holloway Haiku High Tea, inspired by the Mad Hatter's Tea Party. The audience can take part in a tea party while walk-about characters play party games, recite poems and perform tea ceremonies from around the world. There will also be a spectacular carnival on the tea party theme with children from local schools in colourful costumes. 

 

Rowan Arts is also launching Islington Exhibits, which will display the work of artists and craftspeople at a range of venues across the borough, including cafes, shops and other private and commercial venues. Four artists have been chosen for a series of residencies based in four very different organizations in the borough.  The artists will work closely with the staff and public during the months leading up to Islington Exhibits to create unique collaborative artworks. Islington Arts Factory will present their Summer Salon as part of the project. For details visit www.islingtonexhibits.com
The full programme will be available at www.hollowayartsfestival.co.uk from March 2010. 
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ROWAN ARTS is a not-for-profit organisation based in North London. It works with local organisations and groups to bring the arts into everyday life through a variety of events, activities and projects. It produces regular larger scale events, including Holloway Arts Festival and Halloween in Holloway, that give the wider community a chance to come together, both as performers and as audience. www.therowanartsproject.com
HOLLOWAY ARTS FESTIVAL 2010 runs from Thursday 24 June to Sunday 4 July and brings a range of high quality arts activities and performances to the Holloway area including theatre, dance, comedy, music, literature and arts and crafts. The festival was established in 2003. It is produced by Rowan Arts working in partnership with a range of local organisations and supporters. www.hollowayartsfestival.co.uk
REEL ISLINGTON SCREENINGS is an annual event showcasing short films by independent filmmakers including those living in and around Islington and featuring discussions with experts in the industry. Contact Peter Devonald, pdevonald@gmail.com
CONNECTING CONVERSATIONS, which is produced by Rowan Arts, brings together practitioners from the world of psychoanalysis and those from other fields to make connections between ideas, disciplines and individual. For more information about the series visit www.connectingconversations.org
For more information please visit www.hollowayartsfestival.co.uk
